Is the Sky Really Falling?
The Publisher's Connection A ccording to the National Education Association in early 2010, 300,000 teachers and other school personnel were expected to lose their jobs before the fall of 2010. It's a budget issue. Academic programs, athletics, club activities, libraries, remedial programs are among the areas that will be affected.
In one New Jersey community of 37,000, the school board has identified 96 positions to be eliminated. Ten (HarperCollins, 2006) has this on its cover: "imagine a world in which all books have been banned!" How could I resist this book? The author has crafted a thrilling story, filled with deceptions and lots of action. Students have to browse-pick up books, sample them, and make their choices. Teachers and librarians can do book talks, guide students once they know these young peoples' interests and abilities. But choosing one's own reading matter is the ultimate goal.
I know there are programs such as DEAR (Drop Everything and Read). The thing that bothers me about this activity is that it is not viewed as being as real an academic experience as when students read and study a book in common. Why? Shouldn't any reading experience carry the same academic weight? If one student reads The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (Scholastic, 2008) 
